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Dear Friend,

There's a great opportunity for our future!
Diespite noisy wrangling, the agenda is far different in
today s Washington, D.C. There's hope for expanding
job opportunities, and relieving the tax loads on working
Auneivans aod thoir famalics, The White TTouse wants

different details, but now accepts the overall need.

Common-sense tells us otherwise. This is still a major
challenge, but Oklahomans, and Americans are sensible.
[ listen as they tell me they're ready to make the tough
choices to make a better future for our families. 1'm
ready too,

Your opinions count.  Please attend one of the
tovwn hall mectings this month, They're an opportunicy
for you to be heard, And please fill out and mail back

thi GpInion survey.

government is tougher. Some interest groups and politi
cians xil! claim we can enlaree their favarite programs,
or start new ones, and still balance the budget,

Reducing the size and spending of the federal

Thanks,

Dt

Thiz mailing was prapaed, published & rmaied a1 lax-pagan axpengs.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1997
Guthrie
Cuthrie Public Library
201 M. Division
Q500 a,m.

Perry

Cheraluse Strip Rectaurant
135 and Highwaz 77

| ;00 .

Blackywell

Ried Carped Roem - Clhamber of Commence
120 5, Main

2000 p.m

FEBRUARY TOWN HALL MEETING SCHEDULE

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1997
Ponca City
Municipal Court Boom
206 E. Okbahama
T:00 pum,

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1997
Bartlesville
Bartlesville Public Library-Large Conference Room
700 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 19597

Warr Acres
Wiarr Acres Community Center
4301 N, Ann Arkar
100 .

WEINNESDAY, FEEKUARY 1Y, 1%
Oklahoma City
Putnam City Morth Hiph School
Little Thearer - 118X, Rochwell
T pmy,
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1547

Edimond
Mmerican Legion Hall-106 East Sth (5th & Litiler}

T pam,

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1997
Yukon
Yuken City Council Boom-12 South Fifs
1000k,




Balancing The Budget

U.5. SENATE. HOUSE TO CONSIDER
BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

A landmark battle is taking place in Washington this
month: should we balance the budget, or not! Next week,
the Semate should consicder @ constitution:al amendment 1o
reguine just chad, Flhouse consideration of e mcasoec will
quickly follow,
1941h the

passcd a similir Balancod Budget Amendment (BBA)Y, but

n the Coneress, [Mouse overwhelmingly

in the Senate it failed b ane vote 1o receive the r::t[llin'd

243 majority for passage.
The Federal Government: FY 1996

.$1.90 Trillion
.$1.80 Trillion

.$ 107 Billion

Total Expenses .
Total Receipts . .
Deficit . .

The necd for 2 reguirement to balance the budger was
cleanly denmanseaccd Lase vean whon the Froshleot veiocd a
congressional plan to balance the budget, save Medicare
from projected bankrptoy, and cut hoth taxes and spend-

ing.

Even with last year's success in cotting 544 hillion in
wasteful Washington spending, and the elimination of over
F00 programs, grants and agencies, the federal govern-
ment is still too large, and the vearly deficits continue o
add to the national debt, threatening the future Tor us and

onr Familics.

Many in Congress are pushing for a tax limitation provi-
sion o the BEA that would require a 273 “supcrmajority”
before taxes could be raised. This provision wonld el
ensure e e budpe! wordd Ge Gedanced By cufting

spending, nol Dy raising axes

Cunnpuzilivi ul Fodcal ﬂ-p:lldlll!._.h " 13930
(Ended Seplember 30, 15036

- Sodal Spandig-545

T . Inhres] O National Debb18%

A 500 per child tax credit and capital gains ax
reduction proposals will be re-ingroduced, and also
proposals to abolish the income tax “marrage penal-
v".  Proposals like these allow taxpayers o Keep
more of their own money, and thus will help promote

COOIOIIIG BOOWL f.

Woiyvs and Means Committes Chairman Bill Archer,
15 laving the groundwork for fundamental ax reform.
The options are; 1) flattax and 23 consumption-based
e ratioaaal eales raw

Also, an effort will be made to reform the
Consumer Price Index (CPID which now overstates

inflation.

SERVICE ACADEMY
APPLICATIONS

High school students interested in attending the
Service Academies CArmy, Navy, Air Force, Coast
Merchant  Marine), should

ks Oklahom O

Guand,
Congressman Isto

Lﬂll'[ﬂ"..'[

0. Applications [or nomination will lH_
a::u:ptwl until November 15, 199

i}&ﬂdlint for Application:
November 15, 19¢



Term Limits Arnendinent
Houze action is expected in eady Pebroany to limit terms of all House and Senate owembess oo 12
years, It will receive a magority, bat the requincd reo-thicds mangin is questionahle. Faiood e

Stz feren Mty

Effoms on this amendment ane making gquict hut impontant progress, I wonkd restone r-.-.u'.-.-:r.r;.u]'
prayer in public schools, A vote is expected this vear, Sfool i ilhe fead sporisor fn s effors,

Tl Fari Moform
L=t yoar Congress passcd major welfire refornm reouiringg weork, responsihilicy and fme limies on
receiving welfare pavments. [t was veroed rwice, and then finally signed by the Proesdent.
Congress will closely monitor implomentation of these vital reforms, as we monftor hoes the

states are handling this. Fatool supports e welfare reform package.

o L
Last viar Congeess passed o plan 0o save Moedicare froan projected bankrmproy, which conld come
By the vear 2002, 18 increased per-beneficiary Benefits, and gave seniors morne healih care choic
e [0 use prvale lcalily plins. Altlough the Presicdent vetoed this begislacion, it woill b re-innmo-

chwcerl. Setook cowtiines o suiiort reforms S will vescie Medfoare froon Badiraiic.

Acvaricty of clinges are proposcd i avoid Toture insobvency (perhaps 1520 vears from nosed, bor
oo clear consensus hius emered. Istook supports acting now to protect Social Security. Some pro-
pree g RV CUITUE O SO O UIIE SOCED SECURIDY mOoney 15 INVeETed - wilch
rsns ther guarantecd benefits wonld be bowrer

i e R
Several proposals include banning foreign money, limits on outabstte contributions, limies on
PALC money, increased reponting regquirements, changes on campaign spending by non-candidanes
and by “independent” lobbying grougs, and providing s money or edlier “eee” wid to candidages
seckine fodeml office. fslovek G sost e these veftrms. ol abfinees baivever ending ol oo
Dressional Rl Eng.
Smaller Governme
Comgress will continue the cfforts v downsize the federal government. The 104t Congress cur
544 billion in wasteful spending, and climinated over 300 govemment programs, grants amd agen.
cies, But thais vear's effort o cut spending will be made maore diffcalr by exra spending added e
last year st President Clinvon's insistence.  fsfook sappors e foagh decisions needed o balanoe
Hhrer Breeljrod.

iitn Tru
Comgressional support, dd support i nm@ny Siecs, is incresdng for Congressman Istook’s amend-
mient that wonkd preserve the state and local tax base for schools, soads, puhlic salery, cic., By naol
permiling evasion of sales tax, fec] Ex, ciparette tax, etc. for gosdealans making porchasss on

fisberal eribal truse lancds

The 105th Congress: An Update

| 5. 15 the President on the right track?

|
&. |z the Congress on the right track?

1996 SURVEY RESULTS

Mearly 17,500 Fiftn District citizens
rezponded 10 the 1996 sureey,

1. Do vou favor using additional federal and
siate tax dollars to reingtiiute the AMTRAK
passenger rain system in Oklahoma?

vas 30%
o 60%
und 105

2. Da you laver addiional federal tax doflers
1o supplement the Bricktown/downtown
Oklzhoma City projects (MAPS)?

ves 13%
ey B0
ured 7%

3. On federal tax reform, do vau favor:
a.) Flat tax, ne deduction, kigh exemplions?
25.5%
e} Flal tae, with deductions for homs
mortgage and charity, but with loser per-
zonal exampltions?

L 1e
.) Mational sales, or Valus Added Tax?
20.5%
d.) Retain current tax system?
14%;

4. Oy immigraticn:

) Termnparary monalorivm on legal immigration?
wes Fh%
me 044
wanic] 4%

b.) Bawriers across LLS.-Mexico border?
yes 5%
o 32%
und 115

yes 18%
no o000

und 6%

yas 45%
no 35%
urid 16%

.\.l.-\...
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Congressman Ernest Istook
Fifth Diswrict Opinion Survey

Your input helps me better represent you in Washington. Please circle your answer, clip and keep the town meeting schedule,
and mail the survey back to me. Please enclose any additional comments in a letter. Thank youl

|:'l' = Yoz W= No, U= Undecided) {Two household Memaers can use Mg Sam suney.|

FIRST PERSOM SECOND PERSON

I, When Meriars was estahliched, individual participants paid 30% of the premiums. and 1 25%  S0% 75% 25% 50% 7¥5%
taxpayers paid 50%. Currently, participants pay 23%, and taxpayers pay 73%. W hat Other % Other %

percent of Medicare premiwms should be paid by the individual participants in the
Medican: program?

2. Should taxpayers be able to invest for themselves some or all of the dollars they cur- 290 N U LI
rently pay in Social Security taxes? (Under such a system, the guaranteed Sccial

Security payment in later years would, of course, be less for those who select this

optiom,

3. Do you support any of the following current tax proposals:

g1 overall reduction in capital gains tax rate Ja ¥ M u b M u
b} reduction in capital gains tax rate enly on sale of most homes B ¥ NGl ¥t HE=IU
Cl bemponary F300 per child tax credit (Clinton proposal]) C ¥ M u Y N U
d)  permanent $300 per child tax credit (Congressional proposal) d ¥ M 0] ¥ N u
g) larger tax credit targeted to families paying for children in college e T L Yeia N autl
f}  10% across-the-board cut in personal income tax [ ¥ M (1] ¥ N U
g)  mo major lax cuts at this time g | N i o
4. In working o balance the federal budget, which of the following do you agree with:
1) step-by-step gradual reduction in spending 42 ¥ N U ¥ M U
b} immediate, large reductions in spending b e ] YoaEl
¢ rmalee sute nowr in defencas larger averall et in foor or five vears (Clinton plant - ¢ Y M U L M u
d) maintaining current programs is a higher priority than balancing the budget d W SR ¥ N U

Additional comments; =i

Your Opinion Counts. . .Please Return This Questionnaire Today

grﬁ'-ﬁ % Place
4 2-cent
Sty

Hesre

Congressman Ernest Istook
5400 N. Grand Blvd., Suite 505
Oklahoma City, OK 73112

Tor Mail, Fold This Side Chut
Mo Envelope Meeded



